Town of Branchville
Regular Council Meeting
May 9, 2016

The regular Council meeting for Town of Branchville was held on May 9, 2016 at 6:00 pm at the Town
Hall. A notice was placed on the door of the Town Hall with the time, date, and place of the meeting at
least 24 hours before the meeting.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor H. Franklin Dickson. Mayor, Council, along with all those
present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer.

Council Member Roll called indicated that all members of council were present by Clerk Metts.
Guests were welcomed by Mayor H. Franklin Dickson.

Approval of Minutes:

Councilman Ott made the motion to approve March 14, 2016 minutes. Councilman Dukes seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Councilman Ott made the motion to approve April 11, 2016 minutes. Councilman Jennings seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Councilman Dukes made the motion to approve April 13, 2016 minutes. Councilman Whisenhunt
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Councilman Whisenhunt made the motion to approve April 14, 2016 minutes. Councilman Ott seconded
the motion. The motion carried.

Approval of Financial Reports:

1. General Fund: Councilman Whisenhunt made the motion to approve the financial reports for April
2016. Councilman Dukes seconded the motion. The motion carried.

2. Water and Sewer: Councilman Whisenhunt inquired the $0 amount in the waste collection expense.
Clerk Metts will follow up with Clerk Elliott and will report back at next meeting. Councilman Ott
informed council that he had been working with Clerk Elliott about the Cattle Creek Project. Councilman
Whisenhunt made the motion to approve the financial reports for April 2016. Councilman Ott seconded
the motion. The motion carried.

3. Municipal Court: Councilman Whisenhunt inquired about the check #9058. Clerk Metts will follow up
with Clerk Elliott and will report back at next meeting. Councilman Whisenhunt made the motion to
approve the financial reports for April 2016. Councilman Dukes seconded the motion. The motion
carried.

Old Business:

1. Update on Consent Order: William Metts from Metts Engineering reported on the consent order.
“The first deadline for consent order was 4/11/16. DHEC added additional issues and gave us an
extension until the end of the month. At the end of April, we submitted the corrective action plan. DHEC
was notified that the CDBG grant to rehab the facility. The next deadline is June 11 to report deficiency
to waste water collection with the sewer lines in town. July 11 is the next deadline. We have discovered
that a manhole has a leak where the storm drain is leaking into the manhole and are in the process in
correcting this.” Councilman Whisenhunt stated that will be completed within the next week.



2. Update on CDBG Application: William Metts from Metts Engineering reported on the CDBG
application. “Additional questions were addressed. We will hear in July 2016 if we have received the
grant. Department of Commerce was in Branchville today to review houses and streets.”

3. Street lights on Hughes St: Mayor Dickson reported that SCE&G has the price of the street lights on
Hughes St by SCE&G. 5218 per month for the 8 lights over 15 year contact is about $39,000 and then will
be the monthly fee after the 15 year time frame. Mayor Dickson reported that we do not have an
estimate from SCE&G for Buttes St. Councilman Whisenhunt suggested the highway department put a
reflective sign at the curve on Hughes St. Councilman Jennings questioned about the continuing of this
subject; we have a lot of places in town that are not let well and every light that is put up; the town is
going to have to continue to pay for them. Councilman Whisenhunt encouraged home owners to
purchase a yard/street light. Councilman Whisenhunt stated that the town does not have a good policy
about lighting. Councilman Ott stated that is does not matter what other towns recommend; if the town
does not have the money to purchase lights, we need to end this conversation.

Councilman Blankenship made the motion for Clerk Metts to research other town’s policies about lights
vs houses vs people, as well as how much to we pay currently per light in town. Councilman Dukes
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

New Business

1. Report on Chief's car repairs / car decal: Councilman Dukes stated that the compressor has gone out
on Chief Clark’s car and has been fixed the decals on the Chief Clark’s car is starting to fade and worn.
We are still waiting on the reimbursement check to come in from the wrecked check.

2. Computer / Laptop to store police videos for squad room: Councilman Dukes requested a laptop for
the police department to store all of their videos. The current computer has crashed. Councilman
Whisenhunt mentioned town employees should not use their personal items for work. Councilman
Whisenhunt made a motion to purchase a laptop and external hard drive for police department that
the town will own. Councilman Blankenship seconded the motion. The motion carried.

3. New Street Machine: Councilman Whisenhunt reported that the town’s machine that reads the
meters each month is no longer working properly. It is not pick up all the readings. This machine is a
2008 model. It has been sent off for repair. When the readings are not picked up by the machine,
they must be done manually which means we will be spending more man time to read the meters.
Councilman Whisenhunt made a motion to purchase the street machine from quote of $6054.06.
Councilman Ott seconded the motion. The motion carries.

4. Christmas Celebration Day on Dec 10: Councilman Ott made the motion to have the town’s parade
and celebration with children’s fun day on Saturday, December 10, 2016. Councilman Dukes
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

5. PARD grant application due May 15: Councilman Ott made the motion move forward with the PARD
grant. Councilman Whisenhunt seconded the motion. The motion carried.

6. Use of Community Center for voting on June 14: Councilman Jennings made the motion to allow the
voting committee to use the Community Center on Monday, June 13- Wednesday, June 15 for voting.
Councilman Blankenship seconded the motion. The motioned carried.

Executive Session: Councilman Dukes made a motion to go into executive session @ 6:50pm to discuss a
contractual matter. Councilman Ott seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Councilman Dukes made the motion to return to regular council meeting @ 7:23pm. Councilman
Blankenship seconded the motion. The motion carried. Mayor Dickson stated that a decision was voted
on to accept the $8000 bid to remove the old boards from the inside and from around the freight depot
for safety concerns. Councilman Whisenhunt made the motion to accept the vote. Councilman
Blankenship seconded the motion. The motion carried.



Public Comments-Agenda Items: none at the present time

Public Comments-Other Items:

Betty Glover mentioned that Zion Church is connected to town water on highway 210. The church is not
connected with sewer. Will the church be able to connect with sewer since the sports complex is located
next to the church? Councilman Whisenhunt mentioned that the sewer stops 400 feet from the town
line. Councilman Blankenship mentioned that the sports complex is not on town sewer. it will have a
septic tank.

Items of information:

Follow up on water bill for Vivian Fogle: Clerk Metts mentioned that if someone over pays on their
water bill; they will have a credit on their account. On the receipt, it will show up as a negative dollar
amount.

Clean up day (April 16) Follow Up: Councilman Whisenhunt requested the boom truck to cut the ditches
and street sweeper to come more often. Councilman Jennings requested the state to edge sidewalks.
Councilman Jennings said the pageant will be held on Saturday, April 30 @ 2:30pm in Branch Junction.
Continuing Education for Planning & Zoning Board Members: Mayor Dickson stated that Orangeburg
County will host a 3 hour training for planning and zoning on May 16, if any council member would like
to attend.

Meeting with Senator Matthews on 5/13/16 at 9:30 am: Mayor Dickson stated that Senator Matthews
will be here to review the paying of Main St.

Raylrode Daze Fun Day report: Councilman Jennings reported that the Raylrode Daze had a successful
fun day on April 30. The pageant was also a success.

PARD grant: Councilman Ott mentioned that the reimbursement check from the PARD grant has been
received and deposited from the new playground equipment.

HealthPlex: A community health forum will be held May 12 at HealthPlex; if anyone would like to
attend. It is free to the public.

Remodel of front office: Councilman Jennings requested the plans from Metts Engineering to be
revamped and brought to next meeting. Councilman Whisenhunt seconded the motion. The motion
carried.

Adjournment: Councilman Jennings made the motion to adjourn. Councilman Ott seconded the motion.
The motion carried. The regular Council Meeting adjourned at 7:46pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Metts
Clerk of Court in the absence of Jenny Elliott, Town Clerk/Treasurer



