
JOIN FRIENDS Of THE EDISTO 
AND SUPPORT HEALTHY RIVERS 

IN OUR STATE! 

Fill this form out and mail it in, or visit our 
website at www.edistofriends.org 

Name: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Email: 
------------~ 

Phone: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Address: 

City: ----

State: ZIP: ________ _ 

Membership level (check one): 
_ Basic ($25) 
_ Family ($50) 
_ Donor ($100) 

Make checks payable to 
Friends of the Edisto and mail to: 
PO Box 5151, Columbia SC 29250 

www.EdistoFriends.org 

I) Like Us on Facebook 

Healthy Rivers 
--

Healthy 
Communities 



WHAT IS THE ISSUE? 

South Carolina depends on its rivers and 
water bodies for drinking water, agriculture, 
wildlife habitat, recreation, and more. 

The state's current water withdrawal law ex
empts new, large agricultural withdrawals 
from meaningful permitting requirements. 
These applications are essentially unregu
lated under the state's Surface Water With
drawal Act. 

The South Carolina Legislature can repair this 
law. Representative James Smith, a member 
of the Board of Friends of the Edisto, has 
drafted legislation and is working to build 
support for his bill. Unfortunately, some in 
the state's agribusiness establishment, 
notably the South Carolina Farm Bureau, 
resolutely oppose any change in the law, and 
have mounted a massive campaign to 
maintain the status quo. 

In 2013, a corporate farm run by out-of-state 
entities was given a permanent registration 
to withdraw from the Edisto River near 
Wagener, SC. They were permitted to with
draw 800 million gallons per month - 70% of 
the river's flow! There was no public notice to 
the community, and no minimum flow 
requirement or contingency plan. 

WHY SHOULD YOU CAR£? 

• 70% of SC's drinking water comes from 
rivers and streams 

·Outdoor recreation in SC generates 
$18 billion in revenue and provides 201,000 
jobs 

• Rivers, including the Edisto, feed coastal 
estuaries like the ACE Basin. Hundreds of 
species of fish and birds rely on these 
estuaries for reproduction. 

• Upstream agricultural users who 
over-withdraw will prevent downstream 
users from withdrawing - including other 
farmers. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

JOIN Friends of the Edisto (FRED) today! FRED 
needs your membership and your financial 
support to fight the Battle of the Edisto! 

SPEAK OUT to your Representative in the 
State House! Ask him/her to support Rep. 
James Smith's bill to conserve our rivers. 

KEEP UP through FRED's website and FRED's 
Facebook page. 

SOUTH CAROLINA RIVERS FOREVER is a 
coalition of SC conservation organizations 
and concerned citizens who have banded 
together to reform the SC Surface Water · 
Withdrawal Act. Visit SC Rivers Forever at their 
website (www.scriversforever.org) and their 
Facebook page to support this state-wide 
effort. All SC rivers are threatened, and all will 
benefit from this reform of our flawed statute. 
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